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F r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r
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Advanta Seeds

GOLD PARTNERS

Th e rain is here! After an extensive dry seeding program it has been great to see much of the Liebe Group 
region get widespread rains over the last two weeks. The Liebe Group trials and demonstration program is 
now completed and we are grateful to see the first signs of growth at many of these sites. This year the group 
is delivering its largest geographical spread of R & D activities in its 21 year history with sites located as far 
north as Eneabba and as far east as Koorda. This is a great achievement for the group and we are happy to 
have the opportunity to work with growers to the full extents of the Liebe region. Alana has done an incredible 
job in coordinating the research program this year and we would like to thank all of the growers who have 
assisted us with the seeding of many of these trials and demonstrations. 

This month sees us quickly approaching the Women’s Field Day along with preparations for July’s Post 
Seeding Field Walk.  The Women’s Field Day is just around the corner with the day kicking off at 8:30am on 
Tuesday 19th June. An incredible line up of speakers and presentations has been coordinated by the Liebe 
Group Women’s Committee and is a day not to be missed! Final ticket sales have been extended to Monday 
11th June so be sure to get in quickly so you don’t miss out! More information can be found with a full 
agenda on page 14. 

On Wednesday 18th July, we will host our annual Post Seeding Field Walk at the McCreerys Property in 
Kalannie. See page 15 for the save the date and keep your eyes peeled for the full agenda in the coming 
weeks.

Despite a delay to moving into the new building, due to connection issues, the Liebe staff team are excited 
to be officially working in the new space within the next week. This means we will soon have a new phone 
number and address which we will notify all members of very soon. The official opening event for the facility 
is being held on Thursday 9th August. Keep an eye on your mailboxes for the official invitation and agenda 
for the event!

We hope to see many of you soon at our upcoming Liebe Group events!

SILVER PARTNERS

Australian Grain Technologies
Scott’s Watheroo Dolomite
Refuel Australia
BASF
Tek Ag
NuFarm
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The Liebe Group will facilitate the delivery of twenty six research and development 
trial and demonstration sites from Koorda through to Eneabba in 2018. This will be 
the largest geographical spread of trials the group has managed in its 21-year 
history.

The trials and demonstrations will be in collaboration with the Liebe Group’s valued 
research and industry partners and will provide Liebe members and the wider 
agricultural industry with information and knowledge of various on-farm 
management strategies to improve the profitability and sustainability of farming 
businesses.

The group also continues its commitment to delivering long term research in the 
Liebe region in 2018. In its eighth consecutive season at the east Dalwallinu site, the 
Liebe Group Practice for Profit Trial continues, and for the first time funded entirely 
by the group.

Liebe Group President Ross Fitzsimons says that “long term research is a strategic 
priority for the group and the Practice for Profit trial has always been of high 
interest to our members.”

“This trial allows us to see the difference in profitability between low and high input 
cropping practices over an extended period and assess the economic implications 
for farming businesses” stated Ross.

Projects with GRDC investment, form a large part of the Liebe Group R&D program 
this year, with the group leading three new projects, with another continuing this 
season.

One GRDC investment is a project demonstrating legumes for reliable profitability in 
the Geraldton, Kwinana West and Kwinana East port zones. The project aims to 
provide growers with access to agronomy packages for legumes and to whole farm 
modelling tools for their own farms, to determine if particular legumes are 
profitable in their system.

Local Koorda farmer, Nathan Brooks believes that being able to use a legume as a 
break crop will be critically important to his business going forward.

“With more cropping and less sheep, we need something else in the system. Canola 
isn’t always the best break crop option, so we need to have more options for the 
future and trials are a great way to test these crop types on our property,” said 
Nathan.

In collaboration with other grower groups across these regions, and with Farmanco 
Management Consultants, the project will include a total of nine demonstration 
sites from north to Yuna, east to Koorda and south to Tincurrin, as well as nine crop 
sequencing workshops over the life of the project.
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
sowing the lentil variety trial at Dalwallinu.

Lupins, Vetch, Chickpeas and Field Peas: Just some of 
the legumes being grown in this seasons GRDC Legume 
Demonstration

Another exciting project being led by the group this season was developed from members priorities around 
micronutrient deficiencies and management. Due the implications of the on-going demand for crops that 
yield higher, rotations that are more intensive, expansion into marginal land where nutrition is limited and 
the decline of adequate growing season rainfall in the medium to low rainfall environment, these 
deficiencies are becoming more common.
The project proposes to determine the requirements and benefits of a foliar application of micronutrients 
in a low rainfall environment. The project which has GRDC investment, will investigate the benefits of foliar 
micronutrients on cereals over two years including an extensive grower plant sampling survey in 2018 and 
demonstration activities in 2019.

The Liebe Group is a dynamic, grower-driven, not for profit organisation servicing over 100 farming 
businesses within the Dalwallinu, Coorow, Perenjori and Wongan-Ballidu Shires, encompassing a land area 
of over 1,000,000ha. The group is committed to facilitating locally relevant research through regionally 
specific trial and demonstration projects.

For more information on the Liebe Group trials, contact Rebecca McGregor, Executive Officer. 
Ph: 08 9661 0570 
Email: eo@liebegroup.org.au
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g r d c  f u n d 
m i c r o n u t r i e n t 
r e s e a r c h  i n 
t h e  n a r

Alana Hartley
Research & Development 
Coordinator
Liebe Group

MEMBER NEWS

Over the last few years there has been concern expressed by Liebe 
Group members in the potential impact of un-managed and 
misdiagnosed micronutrient deficiencies. A recent Twitter Poll 
conducted by the Liebe Group, indicated that there is a concern within 
the Northern Agricultural Region (NAR) on micronutrient deficiencies 
with the results summarised below:

With little research being conducted in the Northern Agricultural Region 
(NAR), particularly in the medium to low rain fall areas, the Liebe Group 
are seeking to better understand this issue.  The GRDC have invested in 
a two year investigative project being run by the Liebe Group beginning 
in 2018, where growers will be interviewed to find out if micronutrients 
are perceived to be an issue on their farm. With this information from 
growers across the medium to low rainfall areas of the NAR, a plant 
sample survey of 100 paddocks will further ground truth concerns and 
in-turn provide valuable information for both growers and industry to 
understand the full scale of the issue.

The second year of the project will involve the research component 
which will be investigating the effects and economic impact of foliar 
micronutrients applied to wheat crops. Sites will be selected based on 
the previous season’s plant sample results and through partnership 
with local growers, small scale demonstrations will be established.

To help get this project off the ground and to provide valuable research 
to the growers of the Liebe Region and surrounds, we are looking for 
both Liebe members and non-members to complete the following 
survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GTYX8XG

If you are interested in being involved in this project or would like to 
know more, please contact Liebe Group Research & Development 
Coordinator, Alana Hartley 0417 919 299, research@liebegroup.org.au.
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R E G I O N A L  R O U N D  U P  

th i s year, the Liebe Group will catch up with three farming famillies from across the 
Liebe region to find out what their plans are for the year and what they hope to 
achieve.  

Note: Views stated in the Regional Round Up articles are strictly those of the individual and 
do not necessarily represent those of the Liebe Group.

Farmers (family): Fitzsimons Family; Shaun Fitzsimons

Location: East and west Buntine

Average rainfall: Annual: 280mm Annual GSR: 117mm

Farm size: Total: 7000ha  Area cropped: 4000ha

Enterprise mix: 80% cropping (Wheat, Barley, Canola, Lupins), 10-20% sheep

How long have you been farming 
and, what is your background?
I’ve been back on the farm since 
finishing school in 2006. Before 
coming back to the farm, I worked as 
a labourer for a contract builder in 
Perth. 

How did you go last season? Was it 
better or worse than expected?
2017 was better than expected 
considering the season. Some areas, 
especially on our western block, 
exceeded expectations however 
there was a lot that was not 
harvested. 

What will you take into consideration to help you make better decisions this season?
This year we will be a bit better at making the decisions to stop and wait. Last year we 
only stopped once for a weekend whereas this year, we have stopped twice already 
and will only start going again with a good rain.
You have to make sure you are financially right to go through a drought so need to be 
able to make good decisions before it’s too late.

Are you adopting any new technologies this year or looking to adopt in the future?
We were able to get the Horsch Tiger as a demo for a day this year so we are trialling 
some different combinations - as deep as possible with ripper and discs; as deep as 
possible with rippers up and discs down; and both deep rippers and discs up. The 
paddock went into wheat and we will check yields to assess which worked best.  We 
have also more steps towards controlled traffic farming this year. 
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R E G I O N A L  R O U N D  U P

What things/topics do you think you’d like to know more about, ie. Concerns or issues on your farm that 
you need a little more information or advice?
I’d like to see more hands on demonstrations and seeing different machinery in action rather than just the 
theory side of things. I was able to experience CTF while in Esperance last harvest and have used that 
experience to bring it back to the home farm.

We have looked into the weed seeker for summer spraying to help save on the costs of blanket spraying so 
more information on different options could be good.

Farmers (family): Scott Bowman and Catie Davenport, Ian and Brenda Bowman

Location: Carnamah

Average rainfall: Annual: 350mm  Annual GSR:  

Farm size: Total: 6000ha   Area cropped: 100%

Enterprise mix: Wheat 50%, Barley 20%, Canola 20%, Lupins 10%

How long have you been farming?
Ian: Farming for 50 years in 2018.   Scott: Been back on the farm for ten years

How did you go last season? Was it better or worse than expected? 
2017 was definitely worse than we expected. Establishment was key last season and those areas that 
managed to jag a rain still did reasonably well. 

Are you trying anything new this season or looking to adopt any new technologies in the future?
We are hosting the GRDC funded Legume Demonstration with the Liebe Group so will be trialling lentils, 
chickpeas and field peas. We are also doing some deep ripping trials out west using Deep Dirt Contracting’s 
deep ripper which digs to around 550mm depth. Hopefully after seeding we will also do some more 
mouldboard ploughing and trial the Plozza plow.

What made you consider growing lentils?
We have seen via Twitter that others over east have been able to use them as a profitable legume break crop 
on heavier country which is something that we struggle with here. Looking for the option that fits with canola 
to get a profitable two year grass control system.

What topics or areas of interest would you like to know more about?
We are interested in making our GPS work a bit more productively for us for example, tramlining and more 
accurate seed placement. 

Give us your best/funniest/most inspirational quote for 2017:
This picture is something all farmers can relate to.
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R E G I O N A L  R O U N D  U P

Farmers (family): Hyde Park Farms; Ian, Ainsley and family

Location: Dalwallinu

Average rainfall: Annual: 319 - 354mm GSR: 232 - 270mm

Farm size: Total: 13556ha and lease 1673ha  

Area cropped: 11297 ha encompassing 620 ha GM Canola, 1530 ha TT Canola, 6300+ ha Wheat (both 
hard milling varieties and noodle varieties), 1900 ha Barley, 650 ha Lupins, 240 ha Field peas, and 870 
ha pasture.

Enterprise mix: 98% cropping, 2% sheep, 800 Merino ewes producing cross bred lambs

The Hyde families have given us a fantastic update on what has been happing on and around their farm this 
seeding. All members of the family have contributed to these questions.

How long have you been farming and what is your background?               
Ainsley has been farming since 1981. The family have been farming in the Dalwallinu area for six generations, 
since 1910 when the land was cleared from bushland. We now have five of the family working full time, Ian, 
Ainsley, Luke, Jakob and Courtney, with seasonal employees during seeding and harvest.

How did you go last season? Was it better or worse than expected?
Better than expected given the late opening rain but the 60+ ml August rain and soft finish to the end of the 
season tripled the yield from August estimation. Cereals responded in a short season and benefited from the 
summer rain, especially the heavy ground which was far superior to the yellow sand plain. We did spray out 
600 ha of canola and 150 ha of lupins due to poor establishment.

What are your main issues and concerns on your farm?
All of the standard ones, subsoil acidity, resistant weeds, the rise of problem summer weeds. Also finding a 
suitable seeding bar with a hydraulic tyne set up that can better handle dry seeding conditions.
We have a mix of soil types including ¼ of the farm which is York gum granite country so it can be hard on 
seeding gear. We seem to lose a bit of productivity at seeding due to bar maintenance so something that can 
be a bit gentler would be good.

At a broader level, the widening of the city/country divide seems to be gathering pace from both the public 
and government. I think farmers are running into the fact that we need a social licence to operate and we 
need to pretty quickly step up our game to make sure that as an industry, we keep ours. How we do that, I’m 
not sure but it could start with some good social media campaigns from industry bodies and engagement 
with more urban kids to see where their food comes from.

I am worried about the government continuing to reduce costs in the ag sphere and its focus on regenerative 
ag at the expense of mainstream ag. Both have their place but the focus seems vastly out of proportion to 
the value created by each system.

What other research would you like to see in your area?
Would be keen to see future work on gross margin analysis at a paddock scale and how we can make better 
use of on-farm data to get to this kind of outcome.

Maybe some more focus on heavier country. We know a lot less about the subsoils of our heavier country 
than our sandplain mostly because it is harder to work on. Whether there is scope to improve their profitability 
through inversion plowing with lime and/or gypsum would be interesting to see.
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What will you take into consideration to help you make better decisions this season?                                                                                                         
With the rainfall becoming less consistent than in past few decades, especially the opening rain, the need to 
have the crop in the ground dry and utilise every millimeter of rain is critical. Good seed placement and 
getting the crop up is also becoming more important.            

We have learnt over the years that shallow sowing is not always ideal, particularly where peas can be sown 
deeper to access subsoil moisture. After spraying out the canola and the lupins, in hindsight we shouldn’t 
have sprayed too early, as there was not enough ground cover and some of the paddocks were prone to wind 
erosion. Some of the canola was sprayed a little too late as well, resulting in stalks that were too tall and 
have needed breaking down to enable us to seed the paddock.
There is a lot of clean, well fertilised paddocks after the 2017 season, giving us good potential for 2018 
season. 
You can utilise the extra time you have in poor production years, for succession planning, accessing small 
business incentives and, preparing your family and your business for the seasons ahead.

Are you adopting any new technologies this year or looking to adopt in the future?
We are moving toward Control Traffic Farming (CTF) but with different size seeders, it is a difficult challenge 
to negotiate. Adopting variable rate technology, both for spreading and seeding, and utilisation of GPS 
mapping and headland boundaries.  Also using apps that allow us to communicate plans for individual 
paddocks to all our workers has been useful.

Following on from the previous question, what things/topics do you think you’d like to know more about, 
ie. Concerns or issues on your farm that you need a little more information or advice.                                                                              
Best ways of incorporating soil ameliorates and soil renovation methods; which method is better and the 
reasons why ie. deep ripping, big disc ploughing or mouldboard ploughing etc. 

Tactics to mitigate frost risk would also be of interest. Grain marketing tactics including understanding price 
setting and how and if to act on good prices to maximise our business turnover, especially during seeding 
and harvest, is always useful.
With succession planning an ongoing activity in our family, knowing about how best to structure the business 
entity will be critical for family farms and for future generations.

Give us your best/funniest/most inspirational quote for 2018
Reflecting on last season……
Dry cropping season makes for a great football season : Dally Bulldogs Premiership!  
Reason: Plenty of numbers at footy training.

R E G I O N A L  R O U N D  U P

Recently our 1 1/2 year old Granddaughter 
had this conversation with her Nana 
Granddaughter: (pointing at biscuit stored in 
cupboard) Biscuit???
Nana: Where’s your manners?!
Granddaughter : In my shoes! 
(Takes off her shoes) Please!!!
Nana: (Can’t stop laughing and gives 
granddaughter a biscuit)
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W O M E N  O F  L I E B E 
HAYLEY WEST

W e caught up with one of the women of the Liebe Group to chat about their 
background, involvement in the group and their own goals and aspirations.
Note: Views stated in the Women of Liebe articles are strictly those of the individual and 
do not necessarily represent those of the Liebe Group.

What is your background / Where did you grow up?
I was born and brought up in Dalwallinu and even though we lived in town, I was 
raised on the farming life. I did all my early schooling (Kindy to Year 10) at Dalwallinu 
District High School and then boarded at Moora Residential College to attend Central 
Midlands Senior High School for years 11 and 12. In 2003 I married my husband, Brad 
West, and moved up to the farm at Buntine. Seven years later we welcomed our son 
Damien to the family.

What is your role in the farming business?
My role on the farm… That is a hard question for me to answer. I actually had to get 
Brad to help me out with this one. I do the book-keeping for the farm business and try 
to keep the ‘office’ running when needed. I am the sounding board when Brad needs 
to discuss and plan things for the farm. I also help out with the odd jobs when they 
need an extra hand. 
The area I most enjoy helping out with is the sheep. I have always loved animals and 
this is the area I thrive in. I attained my professional wool-classing stencil quite a 
number of years ago and this has been very helpful for selecting the rams we wish to 
purchase. It has also helped us to improved the stock on the farm with selecting for 
certain traits. It is great to be able to go into the shearing shed at shearing time and 
view the fleeces as they come off and know that you have helped in the breeding of 
these animals. 

My favourite time of the year though is lambing time. It is a beautiful sight seeing a 
newborn lamb with it’s mother and listening to them ‘talk’. I often help out with the 
tricky births at this time of year and it isn’t un-usual for there to be a hospital ward in 
the shearing shed with ewes and lambs who need extra care. 

Hayley West with husband Brad and son Damien. Hayley and son Damien with one of last year's 
foals. 
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Back in 2012, with the support of Brad, I decided to try my hand at breeding Arabian horses. Since my 
childhood I have always loved and ridden horses. Why Arabian horses? Well to me they are beautiful and 
intelligent horses who love being in your company. 
I named my stud Arabian-Dawn and I currently have a number of purebred Arabians. This keeps me busy on 
a day to day basis but I love them. 

What do you enjoy most about living in a rural area?
I really enjoy all the space that you have on a farm. It allows me all the room I need to keep my large 
assortment of pets. I also enjoy being able to watch Damien build his own ‘farm’ next to the house. It is a size 
that would never fit on a town block!

What is your involvement with the Liebe group?
I have attended some of the Liebe Spring Field Days and Crop Updates over the years and have also attended 
some of the office-based courses that have been run to help strengthen my knowledge in the administration 
side of things, as this is not my strong point.

Who or What inspires you?
My favourite verse in the bible would have to be what inspires me the most. 
Jeremiah 29:11 ‘For I know the plans I have for you’ declares the Lord. ‘Plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you a hope and a future’. 

What are your life goals / aspirations?
To be the best wife and mother I can possibly be for my little family, to continue to help Brad build up 
and improve our flock of Merino’s and to be able to breed quality Arabian horses and to train them to the 
best of my ability.

What was the funniest moment of your farm life so far?
Damien hitching the sheep dog Sam to this garden trolley, getting in it and telling Sam to go (think dog sled). 
It ended with Damien on the ground and Sam on the ute with a garden trolley hanging from him!  



Dalwa ll inu  Town Hal l

E v e n t  S p o n s o rD i a m o n d  pa r t n e r s

With Special Guests Presentation topics include:

• Succession Planning

• Controlled Traffic Farming

• Camp Kulin - How it began

• Diversified Businesses

• Technology and Agriculture

• Women in the Boardroom

Registrations from 8:30am
Sundowner to follow

For more information contact  
admin@liebegroup.org.au

Door prize 
Kindly sponsored by Agrimaster

Natalie Browning 
CBH Director

Natasha Ayers 
AgriStart Managing Director 
and Co-founder

Tracy Lefroy
Cranmore Home

TICKETS:
Members - $40

Non-members - $75

Tickets available online now - 
https://www.stickytickets.com.au/67834

Named the first female CBH Board Director in 2018, 
Natalie is a Kondinin farmer who is passionate 
about the agricultural industry and experienced 
in all aspects of her family farm. Hear from Natalie 
as she shares her story at the Women’s Field Day.

A qualified agricultural scientist, co-chair for 
the AgTech Network and Managing Director of 
a company supporting commercialisation and 
innovation in the food and agriculture industry, 
Natasha is eager to share her knowledge and 
experience at the Women’s Field Day. 

With three kids aged under five, managing 
Cranmore Home is just one of the many things 
Tracy does. Hear how she moved from agricultural 
science to running an events planning, interior 
consulting, retail shop and online business!

T u e s d a y  1 9 t h  J u n e  2 0 1 8 

Liebe Group 
Women’s Field Day

EVEN
TS
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Dalwa ll inu  Town Hal l
T u e s d a y  1 9 t h  J u n e  2 0 1 8 

Liebe Group 
Women’s Field Day

Increasing the management capacity of women to build a sustainable 
future for their families, farm businesses and the agricultural industry.

8:30am Registrations

9:00am Welcome and Introduction
Carmel Ross, Bindoon Estate

9:10am Housekeeping
Danielle Hipwell, Administration and Communications Officer, Liebe Group

9:15am Journey to the boardroom
Natalie Browning, CBH Board Director

10:00am Making a difference
Tanya Dupagne, Camp Kulin

10:25am Am I skinny enough?
Kate Tonkin, Real Food Real You

10:55am Morning Tea

11:25am Why they want new machinery for Controlled Traffic Farming
Bindi Isbister, Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

11:50am Beyond the hype: Agtech in WA and the need to connect techies to farmers
Natasha Ayers, AgriStart

12:25pm Succession Panel Discussion
Maree Gooch, SafeFarms WA, Wendy Sawyer, Wimmera Farm, Mel Adams, Pacer Legal, Rosemary Bartle, 
Rabobank, Ellen Walker, Warranine Park.

1:05pm Introduction to lunch
Sharnee Beard, Wild Strawberry Catering

1:10pm Lunch
Hall Performing Arts Room Boardroom

1:50pm Logistics of an online business
Tracy Lefroy, Cranmore Home

Diversifying your business
Robyn Cousins, Manavi Farm 
Pasturised Eggs

Turning your hobby into a business
Cathy Northover, Wheatbelt 
Succulents

2:15pm Passion, Planning & Priorities
Sharnee Beard, Wild Strawberry 
Catering

Logistics of an online business
Tracy Lefroy, Cranmore Home

Evolving your business
Nicky Brennan, Rustic Events

2:40pm Evolving your business
Nicky Brennan, Rustic Events

Turning your hobby into a 
business
Cathy Northover, Wheatbelt 
Succulents

Diversifying your business
Robyn Cousins, Manavi Farm 
Pasturised Eggs

3:05pm How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time!
Tracy Lefroy, Cranmore Home

3:45pm Evaluation and Close
Narelle Dodd, Liebe Group Women’s Committee Chair

3:55pm Sundowner 

EVEN
TS

Diamond Partners

Event & Diamond 
Partner

P o s t  S e e d i n g  F i e l d  W a l k

Wednesday 18th July | Members Only

Snapsot of Current Trial Work
• Pre-emergent rye-grass control in legumes

• GRDC demonstration of profitable legumes in the Western region

• Post emergent weed control in legumes

• Summer spray plant back trial

• Deep ripping demonstrations

• Deep sowing long coleoptile wheat trial

• National Variety Trials (wheat, barley, lupins)

Please contact Alana at the Liebe Office on 9661 0570 or email 
research@liebegroup.org.au with any enquiries.
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• Deep ripping demonstrations
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• National Variety Trials (wheat, barley, lupins)

Please contact Alana at the Liebe Office on 9661 0570 or email 
research@liebegroup.org.au with any enquiries.

EVEN
TS
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t i m i n g  a n d 
a p p l i c at i o n  o f 
p o s t - e m e r g e n t 
h e r b i c i d e s

Clare Johnston
Agronomist
Elders Scholz Rural

It is great to be writing our June article after some good rainfall at the 
end of May and early June. This will make post emergent decisions far 
clearer than last year. As with all herbicide applications, recent research 
from Australian Herbicide Resistance Initiative (AHRI) has continued to 
emphasise the importance on an integrated weed management (IWM) 
plan to extend the life of available chemistries. The key messages are:

CEREALS
Grass control:
With prosulfocarb coming off patent this season many are now deciding 
if the S-Metolachlor component (which makes up Boxer Gold) is 
required for their situation. Rainfall following application is a key 
consideration, with each needing rain to incorporate within 10 days. 
Keeping with AHRI’s recommendation, the S-Metolachlor provides a 
different mode of action which is more mobile than prosulfocarb. It 
aids control by being able to move into the soil profile quickly where it 
is absorbed by the shoots. Either way, application must be while 
ryegrass is small.

For barley grass and brome grass sulfosulfuron (Monza) provides 
suppression. Again, early application is critical, not greater than 3 leaf 
barley grass and 4 leaf brome grass.
Broadleaf control:

MPCA LVE 570 @ Z15-37: 750mL - 1.2 L/ha - can be earlier at lower rates - 
ask, good mix partner.
Jaguar @ Z12-29 750 mL - 1.0 L/ha - 2 modes of action 

(F,C)

Triathlon @ Z13-28 750 mL - 1.0 L/ha - 3 modes of action 
(F,C,I)

Velocity @ Z12-31 670 mL - 1.0 L/ha - 2 modes of action 
(H,C)

Flight EC @ Z13-28 540 mL - 720 mL/ha - 3 modes of 
action (F,C,I)

Talinor @ Z12-32 750 mL - 1.0 L/ha - 2 modes of action 
(H,C)

PARTNER UPDATES

• Mix two herbicides in each shot
• Rotate herbicides between mixes
• Rotate herbicides across years
• Use full recommended label rates.
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Phenoxy based products need to be applied after crop is at 3 leaf. If you think more is to come you can go 
later with a Flight, Velocity or Talinor.

Talinor (175 g/L bromoxynil 37.5 g/L Bicyclopyrone + 9.4 g/L Cloquintocet-Mexyl) is a new option for earlier 
or later radish control. Bromoxynil is a common component of broadleaf mixes. It is a group C herbicide 
which requires good contact to inhibit respiration and photosynthesis. The Bicyclopyrone component is a 
group H, which acts by blocking the function of HPPD required for producing essential compounds for 
carotenoid pigments. Without carotenoid pigments, the plant bleaches and eventually dies.
It can be applied from GS12 to GS 32 (2 leaf to 2nd node). The earlier, the better for efficacy while the weeds 
are smaller. The higher rate (750ml/ha) is recommended particularly late when contacting the weed is harder 
and bigger plants with established root systems are able to grow through the bleaching effects.

Talinor is a direct competitor to Velocity, another C and H mix with bromoxynil and pyrasulfotole. The 
pyrasulfotole is a different HPPD inhibitor that affects 3 biochemical pathways. Disrupting photosynthesis, 
vitamin E production and preventing carotenoid production. Pyrasulfotole is absorbed rapidly through the 
foliage and transported in through the plant, inhibiting new shoot growth. 

Roundup Ready Canola
With an expected even germination this season provides an opportunity to get the two application of 
Roundup Ready Plantshield® for optimum weed clean-up. New to the market this year is the liquid 
formulation, each application must be 1.15 L/ha. For sequential applications, applications must be at least 
14 days apart and the canola crop must have incremental growth of two leaves between applications. The 
canola crop must have not advanced beyond the 6 leaf stage (before bud formation). Ensure broadleaf weeds 
have at least one true leaf, and grasses two leaves before application.
Lastly, keep an eye out for insects. Before the rain we were seeing insect damage on the isolated patches of 
crop. Feel free to contact the office for insect ID and best control options.

For more information please contact Elders on 9661 2000, Clare on 0417 253 586 or Dave on 0427 727 455.

Bud formation beginning

PARTNER UPDATES

Canola 
TT Canola – It is important to determine established and expected weed 
burden. While Atrazine and Clethodim are often applied together, they 
do provide greater efficacy if applied separately. If grass burden is high 
or more advanced consider adding 150-200ml quizalofop or other fop.
Clethodim must be applied before bud formation to avoid herbicide 
damage. 

Adjuvants
Trial work shows that seed oils such as Hasten® (1%) give better 
penetration and efficacy of selective grass herbicides on annual 
ryegrass. This also means they may be harsher on the canola if you are 
pushing clethodim timing a bit late. High surfactant mineral oils such 
as Uptake® or Enhance® (0.5%) are a good alternative if you want a 
softer option but may slightly reduce ryegrass control. Addition of 1% 
Sulphate of Ammonia will help and also ensure the clethodim control is 
not compromised by any water hardness issues. This is especially 
important if you are going to mix your clethodim with your atrazine top 
up.
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R a b o b a n k 
a u s t r a l i a n 
w i n t e r  c r o p 
o u t l o o k

Skye Ward
Media Relations Manager
Rabobank

The scene has been set for below-average winter crop harvest volumes, 
as very low soil moisture levels across Australia curb yield prospects 
and further plantings remain dependent on rain in the coming four 
weeks, according to Rabobank’s just-released Australian 2018/19 
Winter Crop Outlook.

Rabobank senior grains and oilseeds analyst Cheryl Kalisch Gordon 
said with a delayed start to the season’s plantings due to lack of rain 
and much of the nation’s crop sown into dry soil, high yield prospects 
were now largely out of reach.

“High-end yield prospects have been removed, certainly for canola, but 
increasingly for wheat and barley with average yields, and in some 
cases less-than-average yields considered likely,” she said.

“Early indications are that Australian wheat production in 2018/19 will 
be in the order of 22.9 million tonnes, and 36.5 million tonnes for the 
total winter crop, lower than the 37.8 million tonnes harvested last 
season.”

Dr Kalisch Gordon, co-author of the report with Rabobank agricultural 
analyst Wes Lefroy, said given the early stage of the season, the wheat 
crop could come in between 18 million and 28 million tonnes, while a 
total winter crop between 28 million and 44 million tonnes was possible.

“Given the hot, dry summer and below-average rainfall in April and 
May, rain over the next four weeks is critical,” she said. “While planting 
intentions remain strong, how these intentions play out is totally 
dependent on what falls out of the sky, and there are considerable 
downside risks to the outlook.”

Regardless of how the season pans out, Dr Kalisch Gordon said, grain 
export capacity will be limited in 2018/19. “If we see a wheat crop of 23 
million tonnes, we could see Australian wheat exports fall to their 
lowest level in nine years at 15.5 million tonnes,” she said.

Dust in the east, settled somewhat in the west

Dr Kalisch Gordon said despite the challenging seasonal conditions, 
many hectares had been planted dry in anticipation of germinating 
rains.

“Nearly 100 per cent of plantings to date in New South Wales, 
Queensland and Western Australia have been sown into dry soil,” she 
said.  “But fairly widespread and good falls in Western Australia over 
the last week have ‘turned the tables’ for the outlook for their season.
“Dry-planted Western Australia crops will now have the chance to 
germinate in line with seasonal averages, and farmers will be able to 
finish their planting programs. Follow-up June rainfall will remain 
critical, but current forecasts suggest that it is on its way.”

While conditions in South Australia and parts of Victoria had marginally 
improved following rain in April and May, soil moisture levels in those 
states remained very low,” Dr Kalisch Gordon said.

PARTNER UPDATES
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Canola early casualty

With the pace of this year’s crop planting now slowing down in the wait for season- opening rains in many 
areas, the optimal planting window for canola had closed.

“Canola has been the earliest casualty to the dry, with planting intentions forecast to be down by 13 per cent 
across Australia to 2.4 million hectares,” she said. “This may have been reflected in much lower overall 
cropping intentions, if the option to substitute to later sown wheat and barley were not still on the table.”

The later planting window for wheat and barley, together with strong cereal prices, was expected to drive a 
six per cent increase in area planted to barley in 2018/19 to 4.1 million hectares and a marginal rise in planted 
wheat hectares to 12.3 million hectares.

“These lower-input-cost crops, together with lower-price volatility compared to alternatives, further 
underpin increased barley and wheat-planting intentions at this very uncertain time of the season,” said Dr 
Kalisch Gordon.

Supply concerns drive prices

The Rabobank Australian 2018/19 Winter Crop Outlook report stated the very dry start to the season in 
Queensland and New South Wales had driven domestic wheat and barley prices to multi-year highs.

“Driven higher by the lower availability of grain in the east, after last year’s smaller crop, it is the strong 
demand for feed grain from livestock producers and weaker prospects for the upcoming winter crop that is 
underpinning record prices – particularly for barley,” Dr Kalisch Gordon said.

“As such, we are seeing improved relative pricing of these cereals compared to canola, but particularly lentils 
and chickpeas, and these relativities are expected to be maintained throughout the year.”

Although conditions had been very dry in Western Australia until recently, the growth in cereal prices hadn’t 
been as significant due to demand being more export-orientated.
 
“Global wheat markets remain well supplied, however we have seen US prices track beyond US500c/bushel 
in recent weeks as concerns over the North American crop continue, while there have also been reports of 
dry conditions in parts of the Black Sea region,” she said.

For canola, Dr Kalisch Gordon said, reduced domestic plantings would also act as price support as the season 
progresses, but it was volatility with Sino-US trade tensions that were contributing to strengthening oilseeds 
markets.

“Despite the tariffs still being considered, Chinese soybean buyers are looking for alternatives to shore up 
supply,” she said. “While pulse prices continue to be at the hands of the Indian government with no near-
term prospects for the removal of Indian pulse tariffs.”

Rabobank will release its Australian Winter Crop Production Forecast in October.

PARTNER UPDATES
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m a n a g i n g 
a c c o u n t i n g 
-  m u c h 
m o r e  t h a n 
c r u n c h i n g 
n u m b e rs

Glynn Judd
Senior Manager
RSM

M a n a g e m e n t  A c c o u n t i n g  S o f t wa r e
Agrimaster and Xero with the Figured add on, are widely acknowledged 
as two of the most popular farm accounting packages.

Agrimaster is an established accounting software packaged developed 
specifically for farmers. It combines traditional accounting and 
bookkeeping functions with budgeting, forecasting, costing and 
variance analysis capabilities. Agrimaster requires users to have the 
program installed on their computer and the relevant Agrimaster file 
either saved on their computer, or within Agrimasters “M Drive” online 
storage. 

Xero is a cloud based accounting software, providing traditional 
accounting and bookkeeping functions. Xero works with add ons that 
provide specific capabilities for different industries or user 
requirements. The main farming based add on is Figured, which 
provides a Xero user with farming specific budgeting, forecasting, 
costing and variance capabilities. Being cloud based, Xero and Figured 
can be accessed from any computer with internet connection.

Let’s have a look at the basic management reporting capabilities of 
these two software packages, and then have a brief look at the 
additional capabilities of Futrli, a customisable reporting package.

Budgeting and Forecasting

While core accounting compliance is at the heart of both Xero and 
Agrimaster, both platforms provide the ability to develop simple and 
complex farm budgets. The Xero capability is achieved through the 
Figured add on, while farm budgeting and worksheets are contained 
within Agrimaster.

When completing complex budgets, both Figured and Agrimaster 
provide worksheets to assist with detailed calculations and workings.

Variance Analysis

Variance analysis compares actual financial results to forecast results. 
Variance analysis reports are usually prepared on a monthly, quarterly 
or annual basis and provide a user with the ability to identify, analyse 
and address operational anomalies.

The basic variance analysis reports within Agrimaster and Figured are 
quite similar in display, while management reporting software such as 
Futrli, provide a user with a greater level of customisation.

pa r t  3  o f  3

PARTNER UPDATES
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Figure 1.1 A customised year on year variance analysis report in Futrli

Cropping and Livestock Profitability

You can track the individual gross profit of crop types and livestock types through both Agrimaster and Figured.

In Figured, this can be done by selecting and inputting crop trackers and direct costs. Within Agrimaster, you can 
track individual gross profit via the enterprise and allocation codes.

PARTNER UPDATES
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“What If” Scenarios

A “what if” scenario is run to help a farmer with their decision-making process and assess the financial 
impact of a business decision. 

Within Agrimaster, a “what if” scenario can by performed by copying an existing budget into a new budget 
and entering any proposed changes. You can then compare scenarios to see how the proposed decision will 
alter your future cashflow & peak debt for the scenario period.

Within Figured, a “what if” scenario can be done by creating a new scenario in the scenario planning tool. 
Within this tool, you can select the timeframe you are running the scenario for and produce profit and loss, 
cashflow forecasts, balance sheets and indicator snapshots such as equity, debt service ratios and interest 
coverage ratios for the scenario periods.

Figure 1.3 – Example of a profit and loss summary produced by a 2 year “what if” scenario performed in Figured.

Figure 1.2. Screenshot showing option to select an “enterprise” and “allocation” when inputting an Agrimaster transaction.

PARTNER UPDATES
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PARTNER UPDATES

Conclusion
By understanding your software’s functions, available add ons to enhance reporting capabilities and your 
farm needs, you can have a near endless ability to customise your management reporting and timely, 
accurate data to assist your decision-making process. 

Figure 1.4 – Example of a Futrli dashboard showing revenue trends. 

Dashboards

A dashboard is a graphical display of your farms performance at a specific point in time. Dashboards are 
typically used to display a mixture of quantitative data such as performance to set KPI’s or financial ratios 
and qualitative data such as employee work hours or stock numbers.

Figured offers a basic dashboard, while Agrimaster does not offer a dashboard display. Most dashboard 
users rely on external software such as Futrli to provide their dashboard capabilities.
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c b h  h a s  a 
n e w  way  t o 
s u b m i t  c r o p 
e s t i m at e s  t h i s 
s e a s o n

David Capper
General Manager Operations
CBH Group

It is leading up to that time of year where we ask a moment of grower’s 
time to submit their crop estimates. 

However, this year we’ve developed new functionality to improve 
estimates and help growers get ready for harvest, while providing CBH 
with the right information so we can plan faster turnaround services at 
our sites.

Using the new LoadNet Paddock Planner, growers will be able to 
provide their crop estimate to CBH right down to a paddock level.

Based on what we already know about each farm from data growers 
have already supplied to CBH, we’ve mapped each of the paddocks 
within LoadNet Paddock Planner to give growers a head start. From 
here, growers can set up any additional paddocks, change boundaries 
and sketch out non-arable land. 

Growers can then enter their paddock estimates by commodity, variety 
and intended delivery site. The system also allows growers the ability 
to easily update their estimates as the season progresses. 

We use a combination of your estimates and satellite remote sensing 
data to complete our storage plans for each site across the network. 
These will be presented to all growers for feedback at the pre-harvest 
grower meetings that will take place across the state throughout 
September. 

This new functionality will be available in LoadNet from mid-June.
Real time notifications to save time during harvest 
This harvest, our CDF app will be available for all growers to use.

By using the new LoadNet Paddock Planner, all paddock information 
will sync straight to the CDF app so it’s easily accessible to everyone on 
the farm who needs it. Growers’ truck drivers can pre-submit CDF’s, 
saving time at the sample shed, weighbridge and discharge grids.

Through the CDF app, growers will receive real time notifications of 
their loads to make better decisions on the farm, and will be informed 
when their driver is heading back to the farm for the next pick-up.

Post-harvest, growers can download their paddock data and upload it 
in to their farm management system to help assess farm profitability.

Optimising your harvest services to help lower costs 
We know growers want faster turnaround and better service at site to 
lower paddock to port costs. Submitting your estimates using our new 
LoadNet Paddock Planner is just the first step towards achieving this 
goal. 

By using smarter estimates technology with location based data, we 
can optimise our site services based on what growers have planted and 
work towards reducing costs from paddock to port for all growers.

Together, LoadNet Paddock Planner and the CDF mobile app will make 
the harvest delivery experience smarter, better and faster.

PARTNER UPDATES
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p o s t  s e e d i n g 
n i t r o g e n 
a p p l i c at i o n s

Angus McAlpine
Central Midlands 
Regional Agronomist
CSBP

Th e opening rains at the end of May and the follow up rain in early June 
has provided a great start for the season ahead. This start now gives us 
something to base yield potential off and with this we now look to 
consider nitrogen top up decisions.

The soil results across the region leading into this season were generally 
indicating low levels of nitrogen, which is pivotal in supporting early 
crop growth. As a result assuming we have a sub decile 5 rainfall season 
means we will still need to apply nitrogen to maximise yield and protein.

The most efficient applications of nitrogen on cereals occurs between 
germination through to late tillering and early stem elongation. 
Therefore we have that window of opportunity ahead of us to make our 
top up decisions. It is very important to plan top up applications of 
nitrogen before the crop becomes deficient, keeping in mind crops can 
be nutritionally deficient without displaying any visual symptoms. 
Delaying nitrogen applications until too late in the season can result in 
poor responses and missed opportunity to maximise yield potential.

The trial from Wongan Hills last year highlighted how delaying top up 
nitrogen applications until flag emergence was not as effective as 
applications at early tillering. The soil results indicated very low levels 
of nitrogen leading into seeding. Even 50 lt/ha of Flexi-N banded did 
not provide an opportunity to delay additional applications later into 
the season without penalising the crop yield. Without soil testing we 
are flying dangerously blind and risk under applying or overapplying 
nutrients which is an inefficiency we cannot afford.

PARTNER UPDATES
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It may be too late to do any soil testing for crops that are emerging now, but there is still an opportunity to 
make informed decisions with our choice to either apply more nitrogen or not. NUlogic Plant Kits offer as 
standard measurements of the whole range of crucial trace elements such as copper, zinc and manganese as 
well as the key macro nutrients nitrogen, phosphorous, sulphur and potassium.  Having information from 
these tests is integral for providing a full picture of the current nutrient status of the crop and eliminates the 
risk of missing any hidden deficiencies, as mentioned previously. Deficiencies of other key nutrients such as 
potassium will limit our nitrogen response and therefore needs to be determined by tissue testing to ensure 
we are making confident decisions with our nitrogen fertilisers. The NUlogic tissue testing provides us with 
a current nutrient status and will help to determine whether additional applications are going to provide an 
adequate response and a worthwhile investment.

The key take home messages are:

• Make sure we know how the plants are positioned across the whole spectrum of nutrients by using 
NUlogic plant testing.

• Don’t wait until plants display nutrient deficiency symptoms before plant testing. 
• Earlier applications of nitrogen are more effective at maximising responses
• Ensure we can make informed decisions so as to not waste or underutilise our inputs.
• A deficient crop will not achieve its peak yield potential and therefore will not maximise its overall 

profitability.

PARTNER UPDATES

Table 1, Wongan Hills 2017 - The Effect of Nitrogen Rates and Timings on Yield and Grain Quality
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R ed leg g ed earth mites (RLEM) that are resistant to commonly applied 
insecticides including synthetic pyrethroids (SP) (Group 2A), the 
organophosphates (Group 1B) omethoate and chlorpyrifos were first 
found in Western Australia. 

SP resistance was first detected in Western Australia in 2006 and there 
are now over 65 WA properties with SP resistant RLEM. The first 
population of insecticide resistant RLEM’s outside WA were discovered 
in 2016 in South Australia, this population was only resistant to 
synthetic pyrethroids. Surveys throughout southern Australia are 
continuing to look for resistant RLEM’s. 

SP resistance is heritable and can persist in RLEM populations with 
resistant populations identified in 2006 in Esperance found to still be 
resistant 11 years later. 

Currently, there are over 12 properties with omethoate resistance RLEM, 
however these mites are still susceptible to SP’s and other insecticides 
in the OP range. Omethoate resistance tends to be found in paddocks 
with a history of pasture manipulation and the use of omethoate as a 
spring time spray to decrease RLEM numbers for the following year. 

INDUSTRY RESEARCH

r e s i s ta n t 
r e d l e g g e d 
e a r t h  m i t e 
u p d at e

Svetlana Micic
Research Officer
Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional 
Development

Dual resistance to SP’s and the OP omethoate was first detected in 
RLEM in the Boyup Brook area in 2014.  These mites were 30 times more 
resistant to omethoate than a susceptible population. To date just over 
10 properties with dual resistance have been found, RLEM in these 
populations have only shown tolerance to omethoate and have been 
controlled by other insecticides in the OP group. 

Map of SP and OP resistant properties across the state.
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Farmers with SP resistant RLEM have switched to using chlorpyrifos as an alternative to bifenthrin. 
However, there has been one such property tested that had RLEM with chlorpyrifos resistance. These RLEM 
survived field rate applications of chlorpyrifos but were controlled using other insecticides in the OP 
group and with SP’s.  

Locations of RLEM with resistance within WA are geographically quite distinct, suggesting that the 
resistance develops in isolated populations within each property. Resistant RLEM have been found on 
properties from Esperance to Dandaragan, making it unlikely that resistant RLEM have spread between 
locations. 

All properties with resistant RLEM have one common factor, the regular application of insecticides of the 
same group. 
This year the dry start to the season has delayed the hatching of RLEM. Mites hatch when there are at least 
7 days of daytime temperatures below 20oC. It is likely that peak mite hatchings will occur when crops are 
emerging or at the seedling stage. The only control option will be to apply insecticides. Consider using the 
following tactics to decrease the likelihood of resistance developing:
• If using a pesticide mix, ensure the full rate of each chemical is used and reserve these sprays for 

INDUSTRY RESEARCH

situations where RLEM and other pests are present.
• If spraying winter pastures, aim to control the first generation of mites before adults start laying eggs 

around three weeks after their appearance.
• Do not re-spray a paddock in the same season if there has been a spray failure using the same product 

or another product from the same insecticide group
If you have RLEM that survive registered rates of insecticide treatments or suspect that you have mites 

resistant to chemicals, please contact Svetlana Micic DPIRD Research 
Officer, Albany on 0427 772 051 or  svetlana.micic@dpird.wa.gov.au 
or Alan Lord DPIRD Technical Officer, South Perth on 0409 689 468 or 
alan.lord@dpird.wa.gov.au and arrangements can be made to have 
the mites tested for their level of resistance. 

This testing is part of a national, GRDC-funded project, led by the 
University of Melbourne’s Centre for Environmental Stress and Adaptation 
Research, with collaborators CSIRO and DPIRD.
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INDUSTRY RESEARCH

t e s t i n g  t i m e 
f o r  s o i l 
a m e n d m e n t 
e c o n o m i c  t o o l

Elizabeth Petersen
Research Officer
Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional 
Development

A llo cati n g part of the budget to soil amelioration practices has 
significant benefits for farm businesses across the Western Australian 
grainbelt. 

The value of soil amelioration has been estimated to be worth an 
average of about $124 per hectare per year, depending on location, soil 
type and crop type. 

This season, WA growers and advisers are encouraged to test a new 
decision-making tool that aims to help them prioritise the spend on 
amelioration tactics to address soil constraints to get the best ‘bang for 
buck’. 

With a limited budget and often multiple soil constraints in different 
areas of a farm, the Ranking Options for Soil Amelioration (ROSA) model 
is able to provide a ranking of the return on investment from a range of 
strategies. 

ROSA has been developed with investments through GRDC’s Soil 
Constraints West group of projects and the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD). It draws on key data 
from the 2016 DPIRD report Economic analysis of the impacts and 
management of subsoil constraints.

What can ROSA test?
DPIRD economist and ROSA project leader, Elizabeth Petersen, says the 
tool provides a ranking of the cost-effectiveness of a range of common 
soil amendment options to address one or more soil constraints on a 
property.

It considers short and long-term budget implications of the costs and 
benefits at a paddock or farm scale - for single amendment options and 
combinations.

These are accrued at different points in time across a 10-year period 
and calculations are made about likely returns for each dollar spent.

ROSA includes scenarios for the most common WA soil constraints of:

• Topsoil and subsoil acidity
• Water repellence
• Subsoil compaction
• Soil structure decline

Soil amendment options that can be analysed in the tool include:

• Claying water repellent soils
• Deep ripping (below a depth of 40 centimetres)
• Adding gypsum to address structural decline in sodic soils
• Liming to address topsoil and subsoil acidity
• Soil mixing (shallower than 40cm) to address water repellence 

and compaction
• Use of wetting agents for water repellent soils. 

All information from the 
GRDC Paddock Practices  
Western - May 2018
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INDUSTRY RESEARCH

Who will the ROSA model suit?
Previous research through the GRDC’s Soil Constraints West group of projects has identified that most of 
WA’s wheat-growing area has one or more soil constraints and many growers could benefit from analysing 
the economics of implementing options to address these.

What data do I need for a ROSA analysis?
ROSA can be used with very little input requirements and an analysis typically takes about half an hour.

Farm data needed includes:
• Location/agricultural soil 

zone
• Soil type
• A budget for soil 

amendments
• Rotation used
• Current and potential 

expected grain yields
• Soil properties (ranked as 

low, medium or high - 
except for soil pH).

What will the model provide me?
ROSA is designed to help growers get the biggest bang for their buck 
when prioritising tactics to help ameliorate one or multiple soil 
constraints.

It compares likely profit from using one or more tactics for a particular 
soil type or zone and ranks these to provide the most cost effective 
on-farm investment opportunities.

Dr Petersen says the return to investment in ROSA modelling is based 
on comparing a Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) for each soil amelioration 
option or combination. This is a ratio of benefits over costs that have 
been discounted over time and represents the dollar return for each 
dollar spent.

A BCR higher than one indicates a positive return to investment and the higher the BCR, the better the return 
to investment.

Default grain yield responses and costs contained in ROSA come from data gathered from WA growers, 
advisers and past research. These can be adjusted by growers and advisers using ROSA for their specific soil 
properties (by soil type) to reflect local conditions.

Estimating the cost of doing nothing
Dr Petersen says ROSA can estimate the value of lost grain production from soil constraints by calculating 
the gap (for each crop type) between actual yield (in the presence of soil constraints) and potential yield (in 
the absence of soil constraints considered in the model).

This yield gap is multiplied by farm-gate price and the estimated average area sown to each crop type by 
agricultural soil zone. Farm-gate prices in ROSA are based on five-year averages found via this link rounded 
to the nearest $10 and then discounted $30/ha for cartage, grading and levies.

Dr Petersen says from this database, ROSA estimates WA croppers lose $4.3 billion each year from soil 
constraints - dominated by losses in the central and northern grainbelt.

She says the weighted average loss from soil constraints across all WA crop areas is about $330/ha and the 
south coast has the highest weighted average loss at about $490/ha. This is due to the higher yield potential 
in this zone (on the back of more rainfall).
 
Benefits of addressing soil amelioration
Dr Petersen estimates it will cost about $41/ha for WA growers to use the most cost-effective combination of 
soil amelioration tactics to address constraints (where there are only one or two constraints).

She says the benefit is estimated by ROSA at $124/ha/year on average (based on annualised values).

This has a benefit-to-cost ratio of 3:1 and a net benefit of $83/ha/year. This indicates that for every $1 spent 
on soil amelioration, a grower receives about $3 in return - worth a net $1billion/year across the grain-
growing areas of the State. Response gains and losses due to soil constraints are represented by ROSA as a 
weighted average for each crop type
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t i p s  t o  s tay i n g 
h e a lt h y , 
c o n n e c t e d  & 
r e s i l i e n t

Jo Drayton
Wheatbelt Suicide 
Prevention Coordinator
Holyoake WCADS

As Australian’s we have come forward in leaps and bounds in relation 
to looking after our physical health – with importance being placed on 
being physically active, eating well and getting adequate sleep.

Unfortunately we cannot say the same for looking after our mental 
health and wellbeing and coping with ongoing stress.  Often we do not 
address this until we find ourselves overwhelmed, exhausted and 
struggling to cope.

During the busy times of our lives it is imperative that we look after our 
emotional wellbeing as well as our physical wellbeing.  This does not 
need to be arduous; it is just the ability to being able to ‘check in’ on 
ourselves or a mate, recognise when things might not be quite right 
and then being proactive and seeking help or support if required.

I often speak to grower groups and farmers and liken this to how you 
look after our machinery.  We all regularly service our farm machinery, 
replace tyres and use the correct fuel and we would NEVER continue to 
operate or drive machinery if the red hazard light was on.  The same 
principles apply to looking after your wellbeing.

Having regular GP check-ups and talking to family and friends about 
things that may be troubling you are similar to servicing our farm 
machinery.  We need to look after ourselves if we wish to maintain 
optimal mental health.

If we are having trouble falling asleep, waking during the night and 
then struggling to get back to sleep;  having mishaps/accidents whilst 
working; feeling anger and frustration on a regular basis especially with 
things that wouldn’t normally bother us; finding it difficult to gain 
enjoyment/pleasure out of things that we normally would; and actively 
avoiding socialising or withdrawing from family and friends, these are 
our RED LIGHTS warning us that we need to STOP, CHECK IN, TALK AND 
SEEK SUPPORT for ourselves.

The WA Mental Health Commission have recently launched their Think! 
Mental Health campaign and its key messages are ‘talking and listening 
and powerful’ and “checking in on someone you care about if they are 
not going so well”.

The accompanying website https://www.thinkmentalhealthwa.com.
au/ contains comprehensive information on mental health and 
wellbeing, supporting yourself and supporting others.  It includes a 
‘Check-Up Tool’ and a ‘Self-Assessment Checklist’.

If your ‘red light’ comes on, there are some simple tips that can help get 
you back on track.

NEWS

L o o k  a f t e r  yo u r  b o dy

Getting enough sleep, eating well, exercising regularly and 
avoiding harmful levels of alcohol and other drug use can reduce 
your stress levels and help you cope with your everyday life.
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S t i c k  t o  yo u r  r o u t i n e K e e p  a  d i a ry

NEWS

SUPPORT SERVICES

000 (emergency)

Rural Link: 1800 552 002 (24 hours)

Suicide Call Back Service: 1300 659 467 www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au

LifeLine: 13 11 14 (24 hours) www.lifelinewa.org.au

Samaritans Crisis Line: (08) 9381 5555 www.thesamaritans.org.au

Mensline: 1300 789 978 (24 hours) www.mensline.org.au

Beyond Blue 1300 224 636

Alcohol & Drug Information Service (ADIS): 1800 198 024

Meth Helpline 1800 874 878

Holyoake

Northam: (08) 9621 1055 Merredin: (08) 9041 3807 Narrogin: (08) 9881 1999 Freecall: 1800 447 172

Try to resist the urge to stay in bed 
all day. Keeping up your daily 
home and work routine can help 
to take your mind off your worries. 

Make a list of the things you’d like 
to get done each day, and cross 
them off as you do them. Try and 
focus on doing things that are 
positive or make you feel good. If 
you don’t get everything done, it 
doesn’t matter, there is always 
tomorrow. 

va l u e  yo u r s e l f
Treat yourself with respect and 
kindness, and try to avoid self-
criticism.

m a n a g e  yo u r  s t r e s s  l e v e l sl e a r n  w h at  t o  l o o k  o u t  f o r 
w h e n  yo u r  e n ta l  h e a lt h  a n d 

w e l l b e i n g  ta k e s  a  d i p

i f  yo u  n e e d  t o  c ry , 

t h e n  c ry
Go to https://www.
thinkmentalhealthwa.com.au/
about-mental-health-wellbeing/
ways-to-look-after-your-mental-
health/coping-with-everyday-
stress/  to find tips on ways to 
cope with stress.

Symptoms such as disturbed 
sleep, withdrawing from social 
activities, feeling irritable, 
stressed, not eating well, or 
finding it hard to concentrate can 
be signs that you are not going so 
well. If these symptoms last for 
more than a few weeks are not 
going away and are interfering 
with your day-to-day life it may be 
useful to talk to somebody and 
seek support or help.

Don’t feel embarrassed. Crying 
relieves tension and may help.

k e e p  c o m m u n i c at i n g
If you are having a problem with a 
family member or partner, try 
talking to them about what is 
bothering you

ta l k  w i t h  s o m e o n e  yo u  t r u s t  a n d  s e e k  h e l p  w h e n  yo u  n e e d  i t

It is important to remember that there are people who can help you.  Find a family member, friend, colleague 
or somebody that you trust and talk about what is going on for you.  You may also find it helpful to talk to 
your GP or allied health professional or call one of the many 24 hour a day, 7 days a week support services.
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NEWS

L I E B E  G R O U P 
C O L L A B O R AT I N G 
N AT I O N A L LY  I N 
T H E  S O I L  C R C

U n d er per fo r m i n g agricultural soils are costing Australian farmers 
billions of dollars in lost revenue each year. 

The Cooperative Research Centre for High Performance Soils (Soil CRC) 
has been established to provide farmers across Australia with the 
knowledge and tools they need to make complex and difficult 
management decisions about their soils.  

The Soil CRC has 39 participant organisations whose members include 
5,000 of Australia’s leading farmers. The Liebe Group is one of these 39 
participants. In total, these organisations have committed $20 million 
cash and $104 million in-kind contributions, with a further $40 million 
from the Australian Government, providing funding for 10 years to the 
Soil CRC. 

Chief Executive Officer of the Soil CRC, Dr Michael Crawford, is excited 
about the opportunity the Soil CRC presents for Australian farmers. 

“It’s the biggest collaborative soil research effort in Australia’s history. 
There are eight universities, three state government agencies, 20 farmer 
groups and a range of corporate and industry partners,” he says. 

Western Australian farmer group members include Corrigin Farm 
Improvement Group, Facey Group Inc, The Gillami Centre, Western 
Australian No-Tillage Farmers Association (WANTFA), West Midlands 
Group Inc and Wheatbelt NRM.  Also from Western Australia is Murdoch 
University.

“Our research is led and shaped by farmers. We are listening to what 
they want, and our research programs are designed to address the 
issues outlined by them, our participants,” Dr Crawford explains. 

He believes the Soil CRC is uniquely placed to make a difference because 
of its collaboration across disciplines and between farmers, industry 
and science.

“We are not just about soil science. The Soil CRC is bringing together 
research across a range of disciplines including social science, 
economics, chemistry, biology, agronomy and soil science to find 
practical solutions to our underperforming soils,” he says. 

These practical, real-world outputs will allow farmers to optimise their 
productivity, yield and profitability, and ensure the long-term 
sustainability of their farming businesses.

Through the Liebe Group’s participation in the CRC, Western Australian 
farmers can expect to see:
More investment in soil productivity research and adoption, 
opportunities for accessing research and researchers from across 
Australia, opportunities for interacting with like-minded farmer groups 
from across Australia, and an opportunity to take a longer term 
perspective on soil productivity research. 

For more information about the Soil CRC, visit soilcrc.com.au or email 
enquiries@soilcrc.com.au.
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Liebe Group Team
Executive Officer 

Bec McGregor
(08) 9661 0570
eo@liebegroup.org.au

Administration & 
Communications Officer 

Danielle Hipwell
(08) 9661 0570
admin@liebegroup.org.au

Research Agronomist & 
Coordinator 

Alana Hartley
(08) 9661 0570
research@liebegroup.org.au

Finance Manager 

Sophie Carlshausen
sophie@liebegroup.org.au

Development & Support 
Officer
 
Rebecca Wallis 
rebeccawallis01@gmail.com

Liebe Group
PO Box 340, Dalwallinu WA 6609
Phone: (08) 9661 0570
Fax: (08) 9661 0575

www.liebegroup.org.au

https://www.facebook.com/LiebeGroup/

https://twitter.com/LiebeGroup

Disclaimer: 
Any recommendations, suggestions or opinions in this publication do not necessarily represent the policy or views of the Liebe 
Group. No person should act on the basis of the contents of this publication without first obtaining specific independent professional 
advice. The Liebe Group will not be liable for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred or arising by reason of any person using or 
relying on the information in this publication. Reproduction of articles is generally permitted, however, please seek approval from 
the Liebe Group before doing so.

calendar of events
Event Date Location
Women's Field 
Day

19th June Dalwallinu Town 
Hall

Post Seeding 
Field Walk

18th July McCreery's 
Property, Kalannie

Liebe Group 
Agricultural 
Education 
& Research 
Facility Official 
Opening

9th August Liebe Office

Spring Field 
Day

13th 
September

McCreery's 
Property, Kalannie


